


p——The Group in Action 





By BARBARA PITTARD 


These suggestions were planned for classes 
using group procedures. See also “The Leader in 
Action.” 


This lesson is concerned with the results of 
deep worship experiences and the sacrament of 
the Lord’s Supper as one such experience. 

Preparation: Ask someone in the group to read 
J. B. Phillips’ Appointment With God (Macmil- 
lan; $1.75) and be prepared to share some of its 
insights as you discuss the Lord’s Supper. 

To begin: A member of an adult class was 
heard to remark, as he left the church-school 
building, “It’s just Communion today, I think I'll 
go home and watch a service on T 

Divide the class into groups of five to eight per- 
sons to consider the following questions: (1) 
What is behind such an attitude toward the Lord’s 
Supper? Do some of us, not as honest as this adult, 
partake of Communion as a “duty,” afraid to ad- 
mit it has no deep meaning for us? (2) What is 
the purpose of the Lord’s Supper? Is it a rite, 
a tradition, a memorial, a sacrament? Ask one 
member of each group to be the reporter. Give 
the groups ten to fifteen minutes. Share the an- 
swers, drawing upon the person who read Phillips’ 
book for special contributions. 

How to proceed: The remaining portion of the 


class time may be spent considering the results of 
deep worship experiences. For general discussion 
ask the group, What do you consider to be the 
results of a deep worship experience? Since this 
is the last lesson in this unit, provide an oppor- 
tunity for self-evaluation, group evaluation, and 
self-dedication. Have evaluation forms typed or 
mimeographed so each member can have a copy. 
The following questions are suggested: 

1. Has this study made you more aware of your 
part in a worship service? 

2. What specific insight or help have you 
gained? 

3. What changes in your church worship serv- 
ice do you think would add to the vitality of the 
worship? 

4. Where do you feel you still need help? 

If there is time, discuss these questions before 
asking the members to fill out the evaluations. 

In closing: Lead the group in John Wesley’s 
covenant prayer for the New Year, pages 52-53. 

Follow-up: The leader needs to be alert to a 
possible follow-up to this unit. A committee from 
the class may want to discuss with the pastor 
the group’s concern to share in the responsibility 
for making the worship services more meaningful. 

Some members may have become aware of 
their need for a more adequate prayer life. There 
may be a nucleus for a prayer group. 

Point out to the group that further study units 
in worship will appear in The Christian Home: 
“Families at Worship in Church” (April, 1958) 
and “Prayer” (July, 1958). 
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